
Gordon Porteous 

 
On 2014-12-03, Rod Porteous wrote: 
Gordon, my father passed away on Friday 28 November in Ashford, Kent, England. 
  
Up until very recently he was in good health, however after a very short period of illness he 
peacefully passed away and was in no discomfort. 
  
The family has arranged for a very simple funeral in line with his requests on 17 December in 
Tenterden, Kent, England. 
 

Letter to the family, sent to Rod 

For and on behalf of the Porteous Associates, we would like you all to accept our genuine 
sympathies on the passing of Gordon. 

Gordon was the Porteous Associates Chief Genealogist, a title Gordon was a little unsure 
about; indeed I believe he was our first Chief Genealogist. 

Gordon devised and managed the Associates’ records, administered the family numbering 
system, and was an encyclopaedic source to many in unpicking the knotting of family trees.   

When first asked to take over from Gordon, Pat Allan, our current chief genealogist, was 
hesitant to attempt to fill Gordon’s shoes, she only agreed if she could contact him for 
advice (which she did often!)  Pat will sorely miss his knowledgeable and valued guidance. 

I was introduced to Gordon by snail mail, through his nephew, who was being consulted 
about chicken offal in Norfolk. It is a small world. 

I remember being so pleased to get a Family tree number and family tree diagram, from 
Gordon, in a neat, precise, hand produced script. It still has pride of place in the front of my 
family history folio. 

Letters from Gordon always came through as being written by a man of patience and 
attention to detail. This patience being practiced in finding his way around the London 
Records office. He mastered that. 

Our research indicates that Gordon was the only Porteous to be an Olympian – if only 
briefly. From floating on water to sliding on ice Gordon obviously loved his sports and 
physical activities and was still able to make it “up to the Cairn” at our last Reunion in 2010, 
while others faltered. 

Gordon was and will remain, significant in the Porteous Associate members’ minds. He is 
part of our history. 

With all our thanks. 

 

On behalf of the Porteous Associates 

Ken Porteous 

Laird Elect 


